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I have formed this People for my- 
ſelf, they ſhall frow forth my 
Praiſe. 


HERE a ppears in the Hiſtory 

the Jews, independently of? Sy 
. miraculous Interpoſition of the 
Deity , ſo regular 2 Diſpenſation of Events, 
for ihe Preſervation of a People, on every 
Side ſurrounded by potent and inveterate 
Enemies, that he certainly does not want 
Credulity, who can conſider the exact 
Concurrence of ſo many particular Events 
to one invariable End, as entirely caſual 


and undirected. 
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ala Incidents, how extraordinary ſo- 
ever, may be aſcribed without Abſurdity to 
the Agency of ſecond Cauſes : Theſe Cauſes 
ſometimes muſt produce Effects amazing 
in themſelves, and in their Conſequences 
of conſiderable Influence on the Welfare of 
whole Nations ; but in a long Succeſſion 
of ſuch Incidents, tending all of them to 
the Preſervation of one People, and cfiti- 
cally adapted to every new Circumſtance 
of their Diſtreſs, not to perceive Intention 
and Deſign, is indeed the very Height of 
Prejudice. 

To this Purpoſe the holy Writer argues 
in the Text; and in the bold figurative 
Style of Prophecy, introduces God himſelf 
appealing to the conſtant and diſtinguiſhed 
Protection of the Jews, as to a ſtanding In- 
ſtance of his Providence, an unanſwerable 
Proof of his own immediate Interpoſition 
in the Diſpoſal of Events. And indeed, all 
Diſtinction ceaſeth between Caſualties and 
Accidents on the one Hand, and the regu- 
lar Effects of Prudence and Deſign on the 
other, if it be not true of ſignal and re- 
peated Favours, of Deliverances conſtantly 

and wonderfully wrought in the Extremity 
of Danger, that in the Diſpenſation of them 
Wiſdom has preſided.— They therefore, in 
280 1 wa $ — cal Expreſion „ emi- 
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nently Heu forth God's Praiſe ; remind 
Men irreſiſtibly of that ſuperior Power, 
which directs ſecondary Agents, and makes 
their Deſigns ſubſervient to the Execution 
of his own. | 

Did Events of this remarkable Kind ne- 
ver happen, we ſhould be apt to aſcribe to 
ſecond Cauſes, to their own undirected 
Agency, whatever good, or evil might befal 
us in the ſeveral Changes and various 
Chances of this Life. Under this Perfua- 
ſion, the Senſe of our Dependence upon 
God viſibly declines; it is therefore of 
great Service to Religion, that Inſtances 
there ſhould be of diſtinguiſhed and parti- 
cular Protection. And this Truth the Pro- 
phet has expreſſed in the former Part of the 
Words before us, This People J formed for 
myſelf. =_— - FS 
It is true indeed, that the Wiſdom is as 
great, and the Goodneſs eſſentially the 


ſame, which by ſtated Laws direct ſecond 


Cauſes to their Ends, in common and or- 
dinary Caſes ; but they are not fo conſpi- 
cuous, as when they ſhew themſelves di- 
ſtintly in ſudden and unexpected Revolu- 
tions. When the Race is to the ſwift, 
and the Battle to the ſtrong, it is far from 
an Objection to God's Providence: It is wiſe, 
it is fit, it is neceſlary, that ſuch Regula- 
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tions ſhould take Place in the common Oc- 


currences of Life. Without them, human 


Powers were, ſtrictly ſpeaking, uſeleſs: To 
exert them to any Purpoſe, we muſt, in 


general, be aſſured of their Effects, and i in 
ſome Degree confident of their Succeſs, | 


It is however true, when this natural Or- 


der is inverted, when theſe general Laws at 


a critical Juncture are ſuſpended, when the 
Race is to the ſlow, and the Battle, by : 


ſome ſecret Influence, to the weak, that 


vVve then more explicitly acknowledge a ſu- 


preme Director of Events, and more di- 


ſtinctly feel that he does, whatſoever it 
| ſhall pleaſe him, either in Heaven, or in 


Earth. 

To be more affected by Deviations from 
the Rule, than by the Wiſdom of the Rule 
itſelf, is a Diſpoſition i in the Mind, which, 


I am ſenfible, has been often cenfared 


as an unreaſonable Fondneſs for things ex- 
traordinary and uncommon. Be it fo; it 


is not however the firſt I nſtance of God's 
Compliance with our Weakneſſes. He 


does, and 1t certainly becomes the In- 
dulgence of our heavenly Father ſo to 
do, He does frequently condeſcend to ac- 


commodate his Conduct to our Concep- 
tions, and to humour our innocent Infir- 


e But perhaps the Cenſure is itſelf a 
raſh 
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raſh one, and injuriouſly ſuppoſes that to 
deviate from general Laws by particular 


Exceptions, is in any Meaſure inconſiſtent 
with Wiſdom, Elegance, or Order. The 
Interpoſition of the Deity is in extraordina- 
ry Events undoubtedly more conſpicuous 
ſeems more appropriated and more preciſe 
—1mplies Attention to our Wants, con- 


cern for our Welfare, Watchfulneſs, Ten- 
derneſs, and Care in a more eminent De- 


gree.— And if it be, beſides, as conſonant 


to Wiſdom, I can perceive no Reaſon, why 
it ſhould not be more obſerved, ſince it is 


allowedly more obſervable, I am afraid, 
in the Notions of ſome Writers upon Pro- 
vidence, the eſſential Difference between 
Mechaniſm and Government is not ſuffici- 
ently attended to : They eſtimate Excel- 
lencies, and Defects in both unwarily by the 
ſame Meaſure, and ſubſtitute to one an- 


other Ideas totally diſtinct. It is effential 


to the Perfection of Machines, to act al- 
ways in one Way, regularly, and without 
Aſſiſtance; and that Artiſt is moſt deſerv- 


edly eſteemed, whoſe Attendance is no 


longer wanted, when his Work is once 
compleated: But was a moral Governour 
to act on the ſame Grounds, to proceed by 
invariable Laws in the Management of va- 
riable Events, and withdraw himſelf, and 
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his Inſpection; the Reſult would readily 


convince. us, that he had palpably miſun- 


derſtood his Province. Machines may be 


regulated in this Way; but free Agents 
cannot ſo be governed. The conſtant In- 
ſpection, and upon ſome Occaſions, the 


immediate Interpoſition of Providence, are 
Ideas inſeparably connected with the moral 
Government of Mankind. To confine it's 
Action to the bare Preſervation of their 
Powers, and to ſuppoſe Events in every 
Caſe determined by the free Agency of 
Men, and the natural Play of ſecond 
Cauſes, is excluding it in other Words. A 


Government without Effect or Influence, 


is viſibly equivalent to none; and if God 
never interferes, Providence: is but an emp- 
ty Name, and things are perfectly alike, 
either with it, or without it. Suppoſing 
Men once created with the Faculties and 


Powers which they hold from God's Mu- 


nificence, and that beautiful Relation be- 
tween Cauſes and Effects, which ſubſiſts at 
preſent, inſtituted once for all; it is 
too evident to be diſputed, that, without 
particular Interpoſitions, Providence is but 
another Word for Preſervation, and that 
we mean no more by aſcribing the Gui- 
dance and Direction of this lower World to 
it's Author, than merely that he ſupports 
MW 5 . * 
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I own, I conceive more highly of 
God's Government. The Deſigns of A- 
gents, free at the ſame Time that they 
are fallible, are ſometimes of ſuch Impor- 
tance, fo extenſive in their Influence, and 
ſo deſtructive in their Tendency, that they 
ſeem to me worthy of his Attention. T 
cannot think it inconſiſtent with his Ma- 
jeſty, I am ſure it is not with his Good- 
neſs, to prevent the Execution of them, 
and by Means always in his Power to dif 
appoint Attempts, which He certainly 
does not approve. 

That God conceals his Action under ſcem- 
ing Accidents and Caſvalties, and interferes 
not always to defend the Virtuous againſt 
Violence, has indeed been urged as an Ob- 
jection; but in effect is none. If God ever 
intervenes, it muſt be under theſe very Li- 
mitations; neither conſtantly, nor yet a- 
vowedly: It would deſtroy Mens Liberty, 
remove all conſiſtent Notions of Merit and 
Demerit, leave no Temptations to Vice, 
no Trials of any Kind to Virtue, were che 
former always unſucceſsful, and the 
latter openly, and miraculouſiy protected. 
That Inſtances there ſhould be to ſupport 


a rational Perſuaſion of his Inſpection over 


us, is undoubtedly of Service to Religion; 
and of ſuch Events it is true, in the Ex- 
preſſion 
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_ preſſion of the Text, that they ſhew forth 
hrs Glory; that to attentive and unpreju- 
diced Obſervers, they are convincing Indi- 
cations of an over-ruling Providence: but 
more than this—an open and avowed In- 
terpoſition would counter-a& Religion, 


which loſes its Beauty and its Worth, when 


it has no Difficulties to overcome. In tra- 
cing the Steps of Providence, we are not 
therefore to expect certain and undeniable 
Evidence of its immediate Influence: It 
acts always under ſome Concealment, and 
makes uſe of Caſualties and Accidents—the 
Changes and apparent Chances of this Life 
to attain its Ends; by them it directs Man- 
kind, protects the Good, and diſappoints 
the Malice of their Enemies. 

That in this Way Providence has often 
interfered to defend theſe Nations againſt 


Violence, more eminently ſtill againſt 
\/ Treachery, againſt Schemes of Miſchief, 
deeply laid, and induſtriouſly cruel — 
It is but revolving ſome few Pages of their 


Hiſtory to be abundantly convinced: Not 


one Inſtance of Diſtreſs appears in the whole 


Courſe of it, which has not proved in the 
Deliverance, an Inſtance of particular Pro- 
tection : Not one, which has not been at- 
tended with ſome of thoſe remarkable and 
amazing Incidents, which to a Mind mou! 

; | our 
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and conſiderate, diſtinctly prove the Inter- 
poſition of the Deity. To enumerate par- 
ticulars, how ſoever proper to excits our Gra- 
—_— is a task I ſhall at preſent not ingage 
: I have one before me better fitted to 
"the Exigency of the Times, and, if I 
miſtake not, ſtill more eminently uſeful, 
From infinite Wiſdom nothing can pro- 
ceed that has not its Source in Wiſdom : 
God's Favours therefore cannot be _— 
ſed in an arbitrary Manner; they ar 
certainly diſtributed by Weight and Mes- 
ſure, and where they are particular _ 
Reaſons undoubtedly there are — particu- 
lar Reaſons alſo of unequal diſtribution, 
Capricious, and unſupported Preference of 


one Nation to another, none, who have 


juſt Notions ot God's Attributes, will 
impute to Him. It is poſſible, the grounds 
of Preference may lie deep, out of the 
reach of human Penetration; but ſuch 
there muſt be - ſuch undeniably there muſt 
be; ſince Wiſdom cannot make Diſtincti- 
ons, where no Differences are ſuppoſed. 
In the Protection of the Fews, the pure 

| Knowledge of one God was together with 
them protected; the Revelation of himſelf 
reſerved ; and the way laid for a better 
and a fuller. When theſe Ends were ſer- 


ved, the particular Protection ceaſed—and 
__ that 
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that People, who, in the foregoing Revo- 
lutions, had been kept unbroken and en- 
tire by repeated and continual Wonders, 
was then left to the common Lot of Na- 
tions; or rather made a ſtanding Inſtance, 
that in the Puniſhment of Crimes God's 
Providence does likewiſe ſhew. itſelf, and, 
provoked by an ob/iinate and finful People, 
in that way alſo manifeſis bis Praiſe. 

Wiy tne!- Nations have ſo long injoy- 
ed that diſtinguiſhed and remarkable Pro- 
tection, plainly viſible in ſo many In- 
ſtances, is ſcarce a more difficult Inquiry. 
They, like the Fews, have been God's ap- 
pointed Guardians to preſerve valuable 
Truths; to be his Witneſſes to Mankind ; 
and teſtifie by the Wonders he has 
wrought for them, that it is his Cauſe 
they are ingaged in — a Cauſe, which 
he protects, and therefore certainly ap- 
proves. 

If we are juſt in our Evaluation, equita- 
ble and impartial, I am afraid our private 
Vices will be found upon Inquiry as many 
and as great as thoſe of other Nations 
our private Virtues in no degree ſuperior : 
Nothing in the One, or in the Other, to ſup- 
port that favourable Preference, evidenced 
in ſo many Inſtances, In the defence of 
Liberty—of Civil and Religious Ow 
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In the warm and generous defence of it, 

We have been foremoſt among Nations: 
and I am not afraid to fay, that, as far 
as we have light to judge of the Deſigns at -- 
God, ſo far we have reaſon to conclude, 
that upon this Account eſpecially, proba- 
bly indeed upon this Account alone, We 
have been, ſince the bleſſed Æra of the 
Reformation, the Choſen People of the Lord, 
whom he has formed for hi 2 9 70 2 
forth his. Praiſe. 

Under different Forms of G 
in every Country upon Earth, Tyranny; 
and arbitrary Power have by Violence, or 
by Fraud prevailed : Here alone, confined 
within theſe narrow Bounds, Liberty has 
found a Refuge—Here with a noble, and a 
generous Ardor it has been cheriſhed and 
imbraced Here defended by the foremoſt 
Spirits of Mankind, who preferred _—_ 
thing to Slavery ; a Death uſeful to their 
Country before the Bribes of Power. 
From this bleſſed Source all other Bleſſings 
are derived : Hence, and hence alone the 
Wealth—the Strength—the Proſperity of 
theſe Kingdoms, And is it not an End 
worthy of God's Providence, to pro- 
tect them, as his ſtanding Witneſſes to fu- 
ture Ages, that in Liberty alone all Nati- 
onal Rleſſi * are included? To declare 


bx 
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by their Preſervation, - that all thoſe who 
generouſly court it, and dare for the Ser- 
vice of Mankind ſcek it among the greateſt 
perils, them he will himſelf afliſt ? | 
Religious Liberty is ſtill of more impor- 
tance to Mankind; and peculiar to our- 
ſelves in a more diſtinguiſhed manner even 
than the Other. To thoſe low degrees of 
it, which obtain amcng our Neighbours, 
We have led the way by our Example; 
to the perfect Injoyment of it, none have 
made ſo near Approaches. The right of 
thinking freely, for however the Words 
have been abuſed to expreſs a Prejudice a- 
gainſt Religion, they in themſelves mean 
nobly—the right of thinking freely, and 


of honeſtly diſcovering the Reſult of our 


Inquiries, is here more generally under- 
ſtood, more explicitly acknowledged, leſs 
invaded either by private or by public 


Cenſures, than in any part of the known 


World : It has here more Friends; and 
fewer Enemies. And can any Man con- 
ceive, that God is not concerned to protect 


/ B People ſo happily diſtinguiſhed ? among 


whom prevails a Spirit ſo favourable to Re- 


ligion, without which—neither Practice, nor 


Perſuaſion, not the beſt Practice, nor the 


luckieſt Perſuaſion have any thing in 


them of Religion? Where will he then 
admit 
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admit of Providence ? Is there any thing 
of equal Moment upon Earth, to deſerve 
particular Protection? 

I am far from an Intention to aſſert, | 
that on thoſe Motives only God: has in- 
terfered in the Protection of theſe King- 
doms. His Views are too extenſive, to be 

- peremptorily limited by the narrow Reach 
ol our Conjectures. There may have been 


already, there may be in the Womb of 


Time, many ſecondary Ends to ſerve by 


their Preſervation and Proſperity : But theſe 


are unſearchable to human Wiſdom, and 


afford no Hold for our Hopes of future 
Favour. On the former Motives only, on 


thoſe happy Diſtinctions I have mentioned / \ 
between us and other Nations, our Confi- 
dence in God muſt be ſupported — On 
them it originally ſtands, and on them it 
muſt ultimately reſt. | 
While theſe Diſtinctions laſt, that God 

will interfere in our Defence, his Wiſdom, 
that varies not from its own Meaſures, is 
our Pledge and our Security. But ſhould 
thoſe honourable Grounds of Preference 
ceaſe, or be abuſed, that his particular 


Protection will alſo be ſuſpended, or with- 


drawn, as neceſſarily follows from the ſame 
unerring Wiſdom, | 
God 


God be raiſed They * not ceaſed. 
We are ſtill. free, and bleſt in the Inj, joy- 
ment of our Civil, and Religious Rights: 
But are they not abuſed? Have we not 
equally in either Inſtance turned Liberty 
into Licentiouſneſs 228 

Religious Liberty, then only valuable 
when it ſerves the Purpoſes of Virtue and 
Religion has it not degenerated by Degrees 
into an Indifference for Religion — I had 
almoſt ſaid into an avowed Contempt of 
it ? The Right of thinking freely has it not 
been uſed, as if all Reſtraints, even thoſe of 
Common Decency, were Tncroachments 
and Violations of it? As if thinking freely 
and prophanely were Synonimous Expreſ- 

ſions? F recdom of Inquiry — Unlimited 
Freedom of Inquiry, may it never be de- 
nied us — So wiſheth every Man, who 
fincerely ſeeks for Truth. But is it 
rational, and unprejudiced Inquiry, which 
has given riſe to thoſe contemptible Per- 
formances, where the moſt important Con- 
cerns of Mankind are treated with a 
childiſh Levity ? Are they written, as if 
the Authors of them had any ſerious end 
in view; either to inſtruct their Readers, 
or be themſclves informed ? Or are they 
not viſibly the Off-jprin of Wantonneſs 
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Far it be from me to deſire, that Opini- 


ons once received as ſacred ſhould be ſhel- 
tered from Objections; Farther ſtill, 


that the on of — realy of Re- 


I 5 that the Cauſe of Law — 
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not diſgraced by this unmanly uſe of it ; that 


thoſe engaged in its Defence upon rational 
and generous Principles, would declare 
their Contempt of ſuch Aſſociates, and 
teſtify by their Writings, and their Con- 
— * that Freedom of Inquiry is per- 
fectly conſiſtent with a deep, and ſerious 
Senſe of Virtue, and Religion. 


In another Inſtance 1 could wiſh, that 


the real Friends of Liberty would make 


Proof by their Behaviour, that they know 


the value of the Rights they plead for; that 
their Zeal has a more rational Foundation 
than mere Impatience of Reſtraint. The 
Right of worſhipping Almighty God in the 


Way which beſt approves itſelf to our 


own Reaſon, is a ſacred and unalienable - 


Right: but, how conſiſtently do we 


appear in its Defence, who live at the fame 


time in an open, and avowed Contempt 
of every Office of Religion? While Indif- 
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. | ference prevails to every public Act of 


| \ Worſhip, while the Infection ſpreads, 


and invades” ſucceſſively every Rank of 


Men among us, how out of Place are 


Zeal, and Warmth for Liberty of Con- 
ende ? Should we not bluſh to under- 
take this glorious Cauſe, which cannot be 
maintained with Decency by any who are 


not ſeriouſly diſpoſed to uſe the Privilege 


they claim, and zealouily to render 
unto God their free _ reaſonable Ser- 


vice? 
Civil Liberty — Has it not been equally 


abuſed ? Has not the very Senſe of it de- 
clined ? Or has it not been unhappily 


rverted into a reſtleſs Spirit of Diſ- 


content, and Oppoſition ? Is it not im- 
paired among us, both in its Vigour, and 


its Purity? 


If Patriotiſm and public Spirit, the ge- 
nuine Source of Liberty, the only Source, 
from which it ever flowed in a full and 
a continuous Stream, has induſtriouſly 
been made the Scoff, and theBy-word of the 


Age; marked out for the peculiar Object 


of Mirth and Ridicule ; repreſented as a 


romantic Folly, which thoſe who know 


the World have learned to deſpiſe ; Is not 


the Cauſe of Liberty deeply and ſeverely 
injured? Are not its Vitals wounded ? 


And 


— 


And the Principles eraſed, on which alone 


for the ſame Meaſures, and againſt them; 
excited firſt, and then appeaſed, without 


nently ſtill has the Cauſe of Liberty been 


we can conſiſtently exert ourſelves in 
the manly and the * Defence of 
it? 
If in a more dangerous Extreme, the |Y 
| loudeſt Claim to Patriotiſm has at any ls 
time appeared to terminate in private Ends ; 
If Clamours have ſucceſſively been raiſed 


any Variation in their Object; more emi- 


injured, Pretences to public Spirit diſ- 
graced by an ungenerous Conduct, ſtrike | 
at the very Being of all Liberty, inevita= , _ 
bly tend, directly and immediately, to the | 
utter Extirpation of it. Should Times 
unhappily ariſe, when it will be of Im- 
portance to rouſe the dormant Senſe of it 
among the People, ta alarm them againſt | 
Encroachments on their moſt valuable 
Rights; this fatal, and degenerate Hypo- 
criſy will encumber with Su ſpicions even X | 
then the laudable Attempt, and make the 
Taſk impracticable. 

Theſe Errors, ſhould they unhappily 
prevail, would eraſe all Senſe of Liberty. 
Other Errors, of leſs Malignity indeed, 
but however of deſtructive . have, 


I am n afraid, perverted it. 
B 2 | Foun 
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indeed is to the 
lers exceed their Powers, God forbid, that 
tis Appeal ſhould be conſidered as Licen- 


(20) 
From imperfe& Notions of true Liberty, 


or from the ſecret Suggeſtions df Reſent- 
ment, ſhould it — from any Cauſe — be 


true, that the People has unwarily been 
taught to recur to thElaſt Remedy, reſerved 


for the moſt deſperate Emergencies, and 


then only juſtifiable, when it is ſtrictly 


neceſſary, to avowed Oppoſition, to Cla- 
mour, Violence, and undiſguiſed Reſiſtance 
to Authority, againſt Meaſures of a diſpu- 
table Nature, poſſibly at leaſt of diſtant 


and remote Expediency, certainly of intri- 


cate, and laborious Diſquiſition — Should 
this be true, 1s not Liberty become Licen- 
tiouſneſs ? Is not a Spirit raiſed which ne- 
ceſſarily tends to the Deſtruction of all Go- 
vernment ? Is not Society diſſolved, which 
can ſubſiſt no longer; ſhould the ! Legal 
Powers, acting legally, be dependent in 


the Eiecution of their Office on the Will 


of an unruly —_ ? The laſt Appeal 
eople— And when Ru- 


tiouſneſs : God forbid, that from this Place, 
facred to Truth, and Religion, any thing 
ſhould be advanced to abridge the Rights 
of Mankind, and bind Slavery upon them 
under the awful Name of Submiſſion to 
their God — The laſt Appeal is to the 
People ; but the firſt * is to the Laws, 

which 


(1) 


not to ſilence. 
In another Inſtance, if the Right of 
paſſing Judgment on the Conduct of our 
Governors has at any time been uſed with 
a ſettled Reſolution, with an avowed, and 
a profeſſed Intention of aggravating all 
Miſcarriages — of disfiguring, or conceal- 
ing all rational, and ſucceſsful Meaſures, is 


not Liberty become Licentiouſneſs? If, 


under the plauſible - Pretence of an atten- 
tive Watchfulneſs to prevent Encroach- 
ments on their Liberties, the Minds of the 
People have been poiſoned with Jealou- 


ſies and Fears; if, by the diſingenuous 


Arts of Calumny, thoſe Fears have been 

improved into Diſguſt, and by a pernici- 

ous Perſeverance afterwards into a ſettled 

Diſaffection, till the very Authors of the 

Evil could neither govern, nor allay it — 

If theſe Things have at any Time been ſo, 
is not ſuch Liberty Licentiouſneſs? 


In the Name of Liberty! In the Name 


of that ineſtimable Treaſure ! Let us not 
thus ſhamefully diſgrace it; nor give room 
any longer by our Conduct to thoſe, who 
with Pleaſure would defame it, to fay 
with ſo much Show of Reaſon, that all 
Zeal for its Defence, is Petulance of Spi- 
rit only, and an unruly Heat of Temper, 
The 
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which they have a Right to vindicate, but 
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( 22) 

The manly Spirit of true Liberty diſdains 
Licentiouſneſs, as much as it does Slavery; 
is obedient to Virtue, Religion, and the 
Laws; and impatient only of irrational 
Reſtraints. On this generous and noble 
Spirit — On what of it remains among us 
in its native Dignity and Luſtre — On 
the Improvement of it, where it hitherto- 
exerts itſelf but faintly or imperfealy—On 
the Revival of it, where it is extinguiſhed 
— On this generous and noble Spirit de- 
pend all the Bleſſings we enjoy: On this 
Spirit they depend, as the natural and ge- 
nuine Cauſe of them : On this Spirit more 
eminently ſtill do they depend, as our 
Pledge, and our Security of God's parti- 
cular Protection. Let the Kings of the 
Earth take Counſel, and the Rulers ſet 
themſelves againſt us. — Let the Enemies 
of Religion, and of Liberty, therefore Ene- 
mies to theſe happy Nations becauſe they 
are the Guardians of them both — Let 
them rage and imagine a vain Thing : In 
a ſteady Dependance upon God, and in 
this unconquerable Spirit we ſhall find 
Strength to defeat all the Projects of Am- 
bition. Nothing is impoſſible to a Free 
and a Religious People; and however we 
are compaſſed about by our Enemies on 
every Side, as 4 Fire of Thorns will they 
| be 


Fo} 
he quenched : For the Lord taketh Part 
jos. them that helþ us ; the Lord is on our 


Side, we will not fear what Man can do | 


uno US. — 
Under this encouraging Perſuafion; 


grounded on pregnant and on rational Pre- 


ſumptions, Let me exhort you, Brethren, 


to behave, in this preſent Time of Trial 
— As Proteſtants perſuaded of the Truth 
of their Religion, and ſeriouſly attached 
to it — As Men born free, and generouſly 
reſolved to die ſo. If thus we are deter- 
mined — in the Defence of his ſacred Ma- 

jeſty upon the Throne, and of his illuſtrious 
Houſe, we muſt find Safety; his Cauſe is 


itſelf the Cauſe of Liberty, and of Religion, 


inſeparably united with it, eſſentially the 
ſame — Be it therefore our immoveable, 
our declared Reſolution to defend his N 


ſon and his Government, as the deareſt 


Pledges of our own Security and Happineſs, 

at the Expence of our Fortunes—which are 
no longer ours, when the Exigencies of 
the State require them ; and at the Hazard 
of our Lives — which can never be fo 
well beſtowed, as in preſerving to Poſte- 


rity thoſe Civil, and Religious Rights, which 
we received from our Forefathers: Let us 


give this generous Reſolution all the Evi- 
dence it can receive: and by every Teſti- 


mony 


| 


() 


mony we can contrive, of our determined 


332 


Choice to Sacrifice every Thing beſides, 
that we hold dear, to the Support of his 
juſt and gracious Government, Convince our 
Enemies, how deluſive were the Hopes they 
had conceived, that a Free People tamely 
would reſign their _—_ and a Proteſtant 
— wer Religion | Be | 
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